Please read through this Special Extended Edition of the GO! Bulletin
which features both State and Federal Advocacy Action Alerts!
It takes just a few minutes to take action, and every action counts!

Oregon's 2017 Legislative Session Starts
This Week
On Wednesday, February 1st, Oregon's 90 legislators will gather in Salem to begin the
work of the 79th Legislative Session. This is a "long" session, meaning it can last up to
160 days, which will take us well into the summer. Oregon's $1.8 billion budget shortfall
for the 201719 biennium is a significant concern, and balancing the state's budget will be
the primary focus going forward into the session.

201719 Proposed Budget
CoChairs Devlin and Nathanson of the Joint Committee on Ways and Means recently
released their "CoChairs' Existing Resources Budget Framework, 20172019." Unlike
the Governor's Budget, the CoChairs' Budget did not include any new revenue. It also
was a very high level budget, providing budget targets by agency that the Ways and
Means Subcommittees will be using to develop more detailed agency budgets. There will
need to be fairly significant budget cuts in order to meet the targets, and the CoChairs
believe the starting point for any budget conversation needs to be based on the resources
the state has available today. To see the full report, which includes an explanation for
how the budget crisis came about, click here.
What happens next? The CoChairs will schedule a series of public hearings around the
state to get input on their budget framework. They are inviting Oregonians "to be active
participants in the discussions about how their taxpayer dollars are spent." Dates and
locations about these hearings are expected to be announced soon.
After getting public input on budget priorities, they will release a "CoChairs'
Recommended Budget" after the next economic and revenue forecast, which is
scheduled to be released on February 22, 2017.
Having advocates from the developmental disabilities community at these public
hearings on the budget to is going to be more important than ever! We are

providing information in this Bulletin for how you can prepare for this and other advocacy
opportunities in the weeks and months ahead.

Policy Bills and Upcoming Hearings of Interest This Week:
We have seen 1,532 bills introduced so far this session. Of those, there are 41 bills we
are currently tracking or monitoring that could potentially require some sort of advocacy or
involvement by the DD community. We are still in the process of evaluating the bills and
learning more about them, and we will post an updated IDD Coalition Priority Bills Report
weekly to keep you updated.
February 1st  Wednesday
1:00 pm / HR D: Senate Committee on Human Services will be hearing a group of
child welfare bills, including SB 243, which expands the definition of "child in care"
to include children receiving care and services from certified foster homes and
developmental disabilities residential facilities.
February 2nd  Thursday
8:00 am / HR E: House Committee On Human Services and Housing has invited
the Department of Human Services to come give an Agency Overview to the
committee. The following people will be giving testimony: Clyde Saiki, Director,
Oregon DHS, Laurie Price, Deputy Director, Child Welfare Program, Ashley
Carson Cottingham, Director, Aging and People with Disabilities, Lilia Teninty,
Director, Office of Developmental Disability Services, Kim Fredlund, Director, Self
Sufficiency Programs, and Trina M. Lee, Director, Vocational Rehabilitation.
1:00 pm / HR D: House Committee on Early Childhood and Family Supports will
also be holding an informational hearing with invited testimony from David Mandell,
Early Learning Division, Active Early Learning System Director and Sue Miller,
Early Learning Council Chair.
Interested in tracking bills and hearings?
Use the Oregon Legislature's Capitol eSubscribe service to receive bill alerts for
individual bills as they move through the legislative process, receive committee
agendas, news from members of the legislative body and more.
You can also watch or listen to live or archived video and audio of Oregon Senate
and House chamber sessions and Committee hearings.

Oregon IDD Coalition's
2017 Legislative Priority Statement
Everyone deserves to be a part of their community. People with Intellectual /
Developmental Disabilities are most successful in their communities when we build a
variety of services that embrace the diversity of people's needs and goals across their
lifespan. Budget cuts are jeopardizing the diversity of the Oregon I/DD system leaving it
unable to meet the needs of people with I/DD. The Oregon I/DD Coalition believes that
for Oregonians with I/DD to be members of their communities, Oregon must properly fund
Direct Support Professionals, housing options, family networks and case management
along with continued service levels.

Advocacy Messages:

Direct Support Professionals: Fund a living wage to stabilize DSP workforce
that keeps citizens with I/DD healthy and safe while they live, learn, work and age in
our communities.

Fairview Housing Trust: Keep the promise of affordable, safe and accessible
housing for people with I/DD by fully funding the Fairview Trust.

Family Networks: Fund the regional family networks to strengthen families and
communities as they work together to build sustainable support systems.

Case Management: Fund I/DD case management at 95% equity so that
Oregonians with I/DD can remain safe and supported at home, work and in the
community.

Action Steps
Get Ready to Advocate! There are many ways to be involved so it's up to you to choose
what works best for you, whether it is writing an email, making a phone call, coming to the
Capitol to meet with your legislators during one of our "DD Advocacy Days" or even to
give testimony at a legislative hearing.

This year more than ever everyone in the DD Community needs
to come together to speak up in support of the services or
programs that make a difference in their lives.

We will provide you with advocacy activities, tools and support to help you stay connected
with your legislator throughout the upcoming session. We invite you to join us at the
Capitol in the weeks and months ahead as we unite to secure funding for these important
programs that are at risk.

Check out the resources and information posted on the IDD Coalition website Legislative
Advocacy and GO Project pages to help you in your advocacy. New fact sheets on the
IDD Coalition's 2017 Legislative Priorities will be launched next week!

First...
It's quick and easy to find out who your State Representative and State Senator are, just
click on this link and enter your home address.

Then...
Contact your two state legislators and schedule a time to discuss the importance of
developmental disabilities funding.

and Make Plans to GO to the Capitol for DD Advocacy Days!
Join us in advocacy during the 2017 Legislative Session at the Oregon State Capitol in
Salem. The Oregon Intellectual / Developmental Disability Coalition's GO! Project
Advocacy Team will be at the Capitol to provide information, training and support from
10:00 AM to 2:00 PM:

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 6th in Room 257
Session Launch: Focus on DD Services Funding
Also mark your calendar for Monday 2/27, 3/20, 4/10, 5/1, 5/22 and 6/12
Schedule visits with your State Senator and State Representative on any of these
dates to discuss the importance of DD Services.
Review the Oregon IDD Coalition Priorities to help you identify which focus topic
you want to discuss with your legislators.
Wear something yellow to show unity in advocacy.
Check in at the DD Advocacy Headquarters before and after your visits.
Each Advocacy Day includes:
Training overview on the legislature and meeting your legislator (Starts at 11AM)
Support to develop and practice your talking points for your legislative meeting
Support to get to your legislator's office and debrief after your meeting

EVERY ACTION YOU TAKE MAKES A DIFFERENCE!

The Oregon IDD Coalition believes that Oregon is strongest when all people have the
supports they need to be healthy and safe as members of communities. National
Medicaid policy directly impacts the programs that Oregonians with IDD depend on for
support in the community because these programs are state and federal partnerships.
At the federal level, Congress and the new administration are talking about cutting and
restructuring Medicaid with block grants or per capita caps. These proposals would give
Oregon a limited amount of money to support the growing population of people who
depend on Medicaid to live and work in their communities. They are also working to
repeal the Affordable Care Act.

The Affordable Care Act created the K Plan which
thousands of Oregonians with IDD use every day.
These proposals will have an impact on Oregon's ability to fund supports
for people with IDD and therefore will impact the lives of Oregonians
with IDD.
What does Medicaid do for Oregonians with IDD?
Medicaid services help people be community members by providing them with the
healthcare and disability related supports to live and work in their communities. Medicaid
health insurance and longterm care covers over 25,000 Oregonian adults and children
with IDD who use IDD services.
Medicaid is a state and federal partnership that funds two major initiatives:
1. Health care (the Oregon Health Plan); and
2. Longterm care services that help people live in their communities (like employment
supports or attendant care under the K Plan).
Depending on the type of service, the federal government pays up to 70% of the cost of
the service. To get the federal money, Oregon guarantees that they will follow the federal
Medicaid rules.
What does the Affordable Care Act do for Oregonians with IDD?
The Affordable Care Act improved access to health insurance and longterm care
services for thousands of Oregonians. It did this by focusing on three areas: coverage,
costs and care. It also created the Community First Choice Option (the K Plan) which has
opened the door to thousands of Oregonians with disabilities to have supports they need
to be healthy and safe in our communities  and our communities are stronger because of
this.
A few highlights of the Affordable Care Act include:
Coverage: Ends preexisting condition exclusions so plans can no longer limit or deny
benefits to you because you have a chronic condition that started before you got the
insurance.
Costs: Ends lifetime limits on benefits so plans cannot set a limit to how much they will
pay in benefits for you.
Care: Preventive care is covered at no cost to you.
Longterm care: created the Community First Choice Option (K Plan) which may help you
by:
Providing attendant care: having someone to support you to access and participate
in your community.
Home modifications: to make your home more accessible so you can stay in your
home without sacrificing your independence to move into more costly care.
Increasing support for children with IDD: families of children with IDD can now get
supports they need so they can successfully raise their children at home together
without using expensive crisis or out of home placements.

What can you do today?
The Oregon IDD Coalition is joining the Consortium for Citizens
with Disabilities to urge people to participate in callin days
Monday, January 30 and Tuesday, January 31.
1. Find out who your state and federal legislators are by checking the Oregon
Legislature Website.
2. Develop your personal Medicaid and Affordable Care Act story by thinking about
your answers to the following questions:

What does having health care coverage mean for you?
If you use IDD services, including K Plan services, what do these supports help you
do in your life and your community?
If you use employment supports, how do those supports help you keep your job?
How do these services help you be a member of your community? What does it
mean to you to be a member of your community?
3. Call your federal Senators and House members today and tell them:
How Medicaid and the Affordable Care Act support you to live and work in your
community.
No restructuring of Medicaid  no block grants! No cuts! Everyone deserves to be a
member of their community. Medicaid services help people be community members
by providing them with the healthcare and disability related supports. Program cuts,
along with block grant or per capita cap proposals would hurt people with
disabilities who have no other way of paying for these services.
No repeal of the Affordable Care Act without a replacement. If Congress votes to
repeal the Affordable Care Act, a replacement package that provides equal or
improved access to affordable, quality health coverage and longterm care supports
must be included in the same legislation.
Sen. Jeff Merkley: Phone: (202) 2243753
Sen. Ron Wyden: (202) 2245244
Rep. Suzanne Bonamici: (202) 2250855
Rep. Greg Walden: (202) 2256730
Rep. Earl Blumenauer: (202) 2254811
Rep. Kurt Schrader: (202) 2255711
Rep. Peter DeFazio: (202) 2256416
You can also check out "GovTrack" to see how easy it is to keep track of your members of
Congress and federal legislation and sign up for alerts to keep you apprised of things
happening at the federal level.
Email:
oregoniddcoalition@gmail.com
Website:
www.oregoniddcoalition.org
Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/OregonIDDCoalition/
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